Brainstorming meeting about regional networking on mining and plantation multinationals

Phnom Penh, Cambodia on February 20, 2007
Content of the brainstorming meeting:
In this meeting we will discuss regional activities and effects of multinational companies working in mining or plantations. We pay attention to several aspects:

· social impact including effects on cultural diversity and local livelihoods

· environmental impact including effects on biodiversity

· transparency of the activities undertaken by multinational companies

· need for capacity strengthening of local people to deal with multinational companies

Objectives for the brainstorming meeting:

· Find out ongoing networking related to this issue

· Find out whether and how common practical activities can contribute to the existing initiatives

· Decide about follow up after this meeting.

We will therefore discuss strategies for possible cooperation, such as:

· Cooperation between countries in the region (such as Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand)

· link with other existing networks (like similar initiatives e.g. in Papua New Guinea)

· Link with institutes like the Mineral Policy Institute in Australia or Mining Ombudsman of Oxfam Australia. Especially links with Australia are interesting, while the big multi national companies operating in the region are Australian. 

Participants
So far have been invited:

Cambodia: CLEC, NGO Forum, CFI, ICCO-representative Cambodia, Oxfam America.

Vietnam/Laos: SPERI

Myanmar: World Concern
Thailand/regional: IKAP, AIPP (and Chris from IWGIA Denmark) 

 

Organization
SPERI- Vietnam and NGO-forum/Roger Henke (ICCO-representative), Cambodia
