Good morning everyone,
My name is Megan MacInnes, I am the Advisor for the Land and Livelihoods Programme at the NGO Forum on Cambodia. NGO Forum is one of the members of the steering committee which organized this 2 day workshop.

I am making this presentation today  on behalf of Mr. Warwick Browne from Oxfam America, who sadly was not able to join us here in Chiang Mai.

So, this is a ten minute introduction to Large-scale mining in the greater Mekong sub-region, therefore the countries it covers are Myanmar-Burma, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam.

First we must define the terms – the type of mining this presentation discusses are:
· Large scale operations

· Typically involving TNCs, although these TNCs frequently work in partnership with State Owned Enterprises. There are a number of reasons for this including:

1. For example, Phu Bia Company spent $15.3mil on the pre-production stage and this is not considered to be a large scale investment. Once actual extraction is decided upon, investment costs for equipment, infrastructural development and processing are usually in the 100s of millions. Many Governments in SE Asia (except from China and Vietnam) are unwilling or unable to cover these initial costs

2. But its not just the costs - technical capacity is also an issue, which is often why SOEs invite foreign investment from the TNCs, and if they are smart they ensure that this involves strengthening the capacity of the SOEs and national companies so they can eventually ensure that national companies are able to do this in the future – as we have seen happen in the oil industry.

3. A third factor is the high possibility for failure or slow recovery rates – which hinders many in-experienced nationally based groups

·  Thirdly, these large scale operations involve major industrial complexes – an example being …

The development of Large-scale mining in SE Asia has been long delayed by conflict, government opposition to foreign investment and economic and logistical obstacles.
During the Colonial Period and the Post-WWII conflict periods there was some small-scale exploration and mining across Thailand, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia – for example gold mining, but nothing in a large scale.

Then during the Cold War - Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Burma were closed to foreign investment, whereas Thailand was not sufficiently stable to attract major foreign investment. 

It was not until the 1980s that Southeast Asian countries began to undertake economic reforms, which included “opening their economies” to outside investment:
· In Laos and Vietnam this began in 1986, for example through Vietnam’s Doi Moi Economic Programme

· In Burma this occurred in 1988

Political Stability has also played an essential role, and this began to improve in Thailand during the 1980s whereas it wasn’t until the 1991 Paris Peace accords and the elections sponsored by the UN Transitional Authority in 1993 that Cambodia’s Political Stability began to improve.

However, the Asian Economic Crisis in 1997 was a major set-back for foreign investor confidence and 
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